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SVP HOSTS BUFFET BRUNCH - TOP OF THE MOUNT 
 

Where were you on Sunday April 19, 2009?  
For most, April 19th marked the official close of 
the 5th Summit of the Americas but for friends, 
members and benefactors of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul it was the 10th Anniversary of 
the Top of the Mount Buffet Brunch,  an 
Annual fundraiser hosted by the SVP. 

 
As was customary, the venue was decorated and laid out to support a very rich 
and relaxing ambience for socializing over breakfast for some, while for others a 
time for fraternizing at an early lunch or spending quality time with the family - all 
against the background of the scenic north east and central plains. 
 

Well, for those of you who never  
experienced the SVP Buffet Brunch  
at the Top of the Mount, let me  
describe to you, exactly what you  
missed.  Whether  
you had the very sumptuous salted  
fish buljol coupled with mango  
anchar, pumpkin, bodi, alloo or sausage; just to name 
a few of the sides that were available, or if you just  

settled for some smoked herring buljol, immersed in fresh vegetables,  you still 
had to reserve room in your stomach for the choice of fried bakes, roasted bakes, 
dinner rolls, hops bread and sada roti. In addition to this, add a fruit and a slice of 
cake or sweetbread to the equation. When you thought that this was all you were 
entitled to, the caterers kept reminding all that the tea/coffee station was still 
opened.  For those who opted to have a cold drink, juices of various flavours were 
available.   
But to top off any eating experience for a Trini, the most acceptable ingredient is 
entertainment.  Well, we had that too. In addition to some of the old time  
renditions offered by our in-house DJ, there were both singing and dancing 
performances by some local talents who themselves, were quite happy to perform 
at this event. Door prizes were also up for grabs as well as flowers and plants 
which were on sale and were quite reasonably priced. 
So, you definitely missed out especially if you allowed the 
 ‘Summit red zone’ to prevent you from attending this event.  
Positive feedback was received from all those who attended. Hat’s off to the 
organizers of this annual event.  It was once again a success.  See you next year! 
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Clown paints the face of a child 

 

Sr. Yvette socializes with some of the guests 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����������	
���	��
�� �
�
��������
����������������������������
��������� !��
� �
�����������������"�������������������!�������
��#�
�
���
�$%
���
���������� �$�
���������������������%��� ���%��%��������
������&��'������
�����������������%� ��
���!� � �$������"� �
���� ���� ��� �������� %��������� ����� ��%� ��� �
�� ����#� ���� ��� �
��� ����%� ��������� ��� ��
�
����
���!� �
�� ���#� �
�� ���� ����� ������� ���� ($���� ������%�"� ��� 
��&� �$�� ���$��� �
�� 
�$��!� �
�"� )��&� ' ��"�
����'�� ���� ���� ��'��'��� ��� ���"� ���������� ����'���� �#� ����$���%� ��������%� �
$��
#� 
�����%� &��"��� ��������#�
��������%� �$���%�#�&��"��%� �����#� ���� 
�'��%� �����"�% ��
����%�#� ��� ����� ��� ����
��"�&������� ���� ����'������� �!�
�����������������#�'��$����������������������������� 
�����������!�
�
�� 
���� 
��� ����� ����%��� �"� *�!� �$%
� ����)�#� *�!� �� �'�� *��%��'�#� 
�!� �
����� +����%#� ���� 
�!� �'����
��������!��
��
��������$������"�����%��$���"�
������ �
��&�������
��������������$��&��������
��
��&����
��
 ��
��"������"��$����%�����
��
���!�
	�������
��'��"���������������������
��
������������%� �������
����'���$�������
�$��!�,����������
���'����
 ���
�
��
�$���
����'���$���������
������#��
��
�
��
����� %�����'������
����
������!�+���
�������������
�������� ���
�
����
����&�������&���$�������������
������)���&#�� 
��
�
�����)�����
�����)���������$���"���������!��
�
�����������
���"�$�%��������
��������
���"-������
�� ����#��
���������&������������������%$��%����)���
��
 �
����� �������� ��� �
�� ����� ���
� �
�� 
�&�� ��� �������%� � � ������"!� .$���%� �
�� �����'���#� 
�� �/&������� �
��
�� �
�/&�������� ��� �
�� ����� 
��� ���&����� 
��� ��� ������� �� ����
��!� 
��"� ����� ���&���������� ���� ���������� �����
��������������$����������'�������"�����
��
���!��
�
��������������������"��
����!�0����������1�$�#��
� ���������������
��
�������������$���������������!�
������
�����%��������� ����
�����������$����
���#��!� !#��������%�����
����$���� ���� '�%��������������
����� �#�����
���
��
�������%������&�������������
�����������������% �"�������$����������&��&����
����
"������������
���� �������!�
����� ��� �
��&��2����� �
��� ����� ��� ���$������)��� ��� � 
�� ����� ����$��� ������������ ��� �������� ��������� ���� �#� �
��
��&����������������������
���������������������
������ ��������
��
���������%����"��
��������!�

�!� �
��&���� ������� �
��� �
�� ������ �����&��$�� �
���'��� '�������� ���������� ��� 
��� ����� �
�� ���������� ���)�
��������
��%����
�$��)��&��%�&����������
�"����#���&� �����"�����
���$���$����%��������)�����%��������&����� ��
����%��$&�������
����%��������"�����)����������������� 
������!���
�������������������$����
��*�$�%�
$���� �����
����$���"#���&������"��
�������3��$&#��
��4���-����$� ��������5$��6*�����������������$7#��
���!0!1!������ ������
��� ������ ��$7#� ���� 5$��#� 
�!� 4������� ������68�$�
�#� �$��&�#� �$��&$��#� 
�!� 4������� +������ 3��$&� ����
�&����$�� ���
���!� +���� ��"���� �
�� 
��� ��������� ���� ����� �$�� ��� ������� �
�� ������
��� ����� ���� 
��� ��� ��"�
9�
��)�"�$:����
�
��������"������!�0����������1�$��
���� �������$���� ���
��
�����������
�����������$���������$������$���"! ��1������
������$�����%�'��%�����$��"#�������
�����
��&���-����� �"������$��;����
�$��"�$�����������
��&!�
3���*�����"�$����
���������"�$�%�'������!�
�

SVP HOSTS ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING 
 FOR CENTRAL PARTICULAR COUNCIL 

 
On Saturday March 25, 2009, the Society of St Vincent de Paul conducted a training/workshop session for members of the 
Central Particular Council on Administration. This training was the last of three, which took place across the three 
Particular Councils. 
With a reflection on God’s grace, all present were encouraged to spread the good news by prioritizing their lives - by being 
conscious of the way they operated and the things they became involved in, making sure to uphold the standards that the 
Kingdom of God depicts. 
The programme content included: 

�  Guidelines on Financial Accountability at both Conference and Council Levels.  Areas highlighted included: 
- Banking transactions 
- Management of donations, church collections 
- Reporting of Financial Statements 
- Auditing of Financial Reports 

�         The role of the Treasurer and Secretary  
�        Finance and Fund Raising 
�        Proper Records Management – systems and practices 
�  Building lifelong relationships with Donors and Benefactors 

 
Visitation of the Poor 
This was another element to the Training, as now, more than ever before, there is a new definition to the poor in our society. 
Visiting the poor may, on the contrary be undertaken without delay. All that is necessary is to ask the Parish Priest, Sisters 
of Charity or kind friends for the names of a few poor families who may be visited immediately.  The SVP then investigates 
their needs and wants, a little help is given, a prayer and chat session is entered into and the introduction is completed.  This 
valuable work should, therefore, be organized without loss of time.  Therefore the management of time and resources is 
critical by each Conference. This work of charity may be carried on by all, and requires neither much time nor learning nor 
personal exertion, and which may justly be called the ‘daily bread of charity’.  All were reminded that the main aim of the 
Society was to convey God’s love to the suffering or deprived through effective help, sharing with them also the life of 
Faith.  Without growth in holiness and love, their work with and for the poor is somewhat impoverished.  Members 
therefore encourage each other to depend on Christ whom they receive in Holy Communion and see in those they visit.   
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EVENTS/ACTIVITIES  
 

May 8th and 9th – Workshop entitled: Fighting Crime, 
Ensuring Justice “- hosted by Crime & Justice 
Commission, Ministry of National Security – will be 
attended by an SVP member from the Laventille 
Conference. 
 
Sunday May 10, 2009 - Santa Rosa Conference 
Mother’s Day Breakfast – proceeds go towards Arima 
Home for the Aged 
 
Friday May 29th, 2009 – Central Particular Council 
Annual Fundraising Lunch. Venue: Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church, Carapichaima. Time – 11:00 a.m. Cost 
$35.00  
 
SVP Annual Rally  
Sunday July 19, 2009 – Petrotrin Staff Club – 
Guaracara Park, Pointe –a – Pierre.  This year’s 
event will be in honour of Br. Andrew Bernard of 
the San Fernando Conference. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/NOTICES  
 
St Joseph Celebrates 50 
The Conference of St. Joseph celebrates 50 years in 
2009 as a Conference. We prayer God’s richest 
blessings on this Conference as they continue to serve 
the poor. 
 
New Treasurer 
Br. Ken Cipriani  a member of St. Anthony’s Parish 
in Petit Valley is our new Treasurer and is now a 
member of the SVP Executive.  A warm SVP 
welcome to you Bro.Cipriani. A heartfelt thank you is 
extended to Br. Kenneth Augier who has been our 
outgoing Treasurer. 
 
Thank You Simpsons Funeral Home 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul wishes to 
acknowledge Mrs. Thompson and the Simpson’s 
Funeral Home Family for their sponsorship towards 
the weekly Radio Programme – “Voice of the Poor”. 
Thank you for your support in the past and may God 

OBITUARIES FOR THE PERIOD – 
APRIL/MAY 

 
Sister Jeannette Barthol – Past staff member of 
the Arima Home for the Aged died on April 26th. 
Thank you for your service and may her soul and 
the soul of all the faithfully departed rest in peace. 

 THE CUMUTO CONFERENCE 
Through a telephone interview with Conference President Sr. Beulah Lopez, I had the opportunity to 
highlight the Cumuto Conference. The Cumuto Conference started back in 1976 with just four active 
members and to date, the Conference now exists with, yes, four core members. Within these four core 
members, you will find a President, Secretary and Treasurer. The Conference has and continues to be 
on a membership drive but this effort poses a challenge because the village itself is very small and the 
villagers are caught up in family and domestic commitments that compete for their time.  Mrs. Lopez 
indicated that announcements are made every Sunday after Holy Mass for volunteers to the SVP.  She 
would really like to see some young people join the SVP, but they too have school and family 
commitments.  She added that there is an overall impression by the young villagers, that the SVP is for 
old people only.  This image, she wants to change some day. She recalled that some years ago, there 
were some young Vincentians in Cumuto, but they have married and left the village. 
Their meetings are held every third Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m. in the Church Parish Hall.  At 
present, the Cumuto Conference assists eight families.  The original figure was twelve, but Mrs. Lopez 
was quite pleased to say that the next four families have become somewhat self sufficient, as the 
children are now working. Visits are normally done once per month but sometimes unscheduled visits 
take place depending on the need.  So how does a humble Conference like this manage, especially with 
financial challenges even more demanding today?  The first Sunday Collection would normally realise 
just over one hundred and fifty dollars. Assistance may sometimes come in the form of hampers from 
the stronger parishes in the North East, namely La Horquetta, Sangre Grande, Santa Rosa and 
Tacarigua.  
As an initiative to increase their finances, the Conference continues to brainstorm on new fundraising 
ideas that can bring some sort of financial recovery in order to help them function better. On Easter 
Monday, 2009, a Family Day was held which was very successful. Plans are in train to host a breakfast 
sale on the Sundays of the month when the Priest comes to the Parish. 
We wish these four core members of the Cumuto Conference all the best.  We thank you for your 
commitment and we value your time and talents.  Tot hose reading this, if you feel to make a monthly 
contribution to this  Conference please feel free to call or drop by the Secretariat on Duncan Street, Port 
of Spain. Telephone number: 623-4926.  
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